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1960 Ian L.Johnstone & 
Associates is Established

With 11 projects in it’s first year, and a staff 
of two, the business operated out of a one 
room office at 148 Elizabeth Street, offering 
structural and civil engineering services. 



1970 Hydro Electric 
Commission Building

JMG’s first high rise building design at 15 
stories and included seawater cooling for the 
air-conditioning system.

The working relationship with HEC later 
extended to Aurora, Transend and now 
TasNetworks – and is still active to this day. 



1977 Johnstone McGee & 
Gandy Pty Ltd

Johnstone McGee & Gandy Pty Ltd is 
created, and the firm expands into Building 
Services, with a staff of over 20. 

In 1977 the company appoints its first Board 
of Directors, and the first Launceston office 
is opened – 43 years on we are the only 
engineering firm to have a continuous 
presence in Launceston. 



1984 ABC Building
The ABC Building was a landmark project in its day, 
which consolidated ABC radio and TV studios into a 
single purpose-built and state of the art facility. 
Exacting acoustic performance down to NR15 was the 
dominant design theme. In addition, a central energy 
plant for simultaneous heating and cooling comprised 
an innovative and high efficiency air-source, brine 
based heat pump.

JMG still regularly provide engineering services to the 
ABC facility. 



1987 Derwent 
Entertainment Centre

Fill in writing here from Ray



1987 Launceston 
International Hotel
JMG were privileged to be the Project managers 
and Consulting Engineers for all services on the 
Launceston International Hotel, built in 1988. This 
6 storey hotel was privately developed, and fast 
track design and construction methodology was 
used with contractors Fairbrother. The project 
utilised large span steel frame at lower levels, with 
load bearing precast and brickwork walls on the 
tower.



1994 JMG Maintenance 
Management

JMG MM commences operation managing 
maintenance contracts at the ATO building, 
200 Collins Street, and over the next 20 
years JMG MM grows to 6 full time staff, and 
manages 700 buildings & 50 clients. 



1999 ABT Railway

JMG were engineers for the ABT Railway 
reconstruction along Tasmania’s West Coast. 
Restricted access and rugged terrain required 
innovative design and construction techniques. 

The project involved the reconstruction of 35km of 
railway and 40 separate bridges, with the 3m wide 
rail corridor being the only access. The project won 
an Australian Engineering Excellence Award in 2001.



1999 Tattersalls 
Hobart Aquatic Centre
JMG were Hobart City Council’s appointed engineering 
expert for the delivery of engineering services on the 
Aquatic Centre project.

A central heat pump energy plant for pool heating 
utilizes Council grey water returning from Self’s Point 
sewage treatment plant as the energy source, before it 
continues on its journey to irrigate Council sporting 
grounds. 



2000 Bellerive Oval 
Upgrade

Major upgrade of Bellerive Oval for the 
Tasmanian Cricket Association, which involved 
all disciplines of engineering.



2006 Planning for the 
Future

JMG further diversifies its service offerings 
offerings with the addition of a Planning 
Department, headed up by Matthew Clark



2008 Merger with Dale P 
Luck & Associates

JMG merges with Launceston engineering 
firm Dale P Luck & Associated, forming JMG 
Engineers & Associates in its current 
incarnation. Staff numbers reach 48. 



2010 Royal Hobart 
Hospital

JMG’s association with RHH goes back to the 
construction of A-Block in 1970 where we 
provided clerk of works services to the project.



2013 Spotlight 
Showgrounds Masterplan

The Masterplan provided a vision for the sustainable future of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Tasmania at the Hobart Showgrounds. 

A detailed analysis of the site’s facilities, requirements and opportunities found that 
the existing use of the site was inefficient. Ad-hoc development over time resulted 
in inefficient use of the site and the site’s ageing buildings meant prohibitively costly 
maintenance. Furthermore, new functions expected of contemporary show facilities 
necessitated improved infrastructure.

The Master Plan provided adequate space allocation for all aspects and future 
needs of the Royal Hobart Show, improved flexibility of site usage to increase 
community uses and improved site infrastructure and access arrangements. By 
improving the efficiency of land use on the site, the Master Plan was able to open 
up part of the site for new commercial development, thereby generating a source of 
revenue to fund the capital works program.

To implement the Master Plan it was necessary to obtain approval for an 
amendment to the current planning scheme. The amendments included the 
insertion of site specific use and development standards, designed to ensure that 
future development is of high quality and in accordance with the long term vision 
for the site. The development controls also provide certainty for surrounding 
residents with respect to the type and form of future development on the site. The 
planning scheme amendments were introduced at a time of state-wide planning 
reform and so had to be consistent with the new statewide template for planning 
schemes but also work within the context of the current planning scheme.



2013 Devonport Aquatic 
Centre
JMG carried out the services design for this world 
class Aquatic Facility, located in the Don 
Recreation reserve. The new facility comprises a 
25m indoor pool plus a combined leisure, learn to 
swim and warm water exercise pool. Completing 
the leisure centre are gym, program rooms, 
multipurpose room, swim clubrooms, wet and dry 
change facilities, reception, administration, retail 
area and cafe. 



2015 HIAPL Land Use 
Strategy
JMG produced the Land Use Strategy for Hobart International Airport which 
formed the basis of the Masterplan. The project’s objective was to identify 
potential growth opportunities for the commercial and industrial land and 
develop a strategy to facilitate such growth.

JMG undertook a comprehensive review of the land in terms of environmental 
and infrastructure constraints / opportunities and factors affecting the 
attractiveness of HIAPL land to various market sectors.

The final strategy included a precinct plan identifying areas to be retained for 
particular land uses and the development parameters. The plan was linked to a 
Decision Making Framework, developed to assist HIAPL when considering 
proposals and to achieve an optimal site layout. 



2015 MYER / ICON 
Redevelopment

Words by CCH



2016 Change of 
Management

2016 saw the retirement of long serving 
Managing Director Ian Johnston, and the 
appoint of his successor Chris Holloway. 



2015 MONA Pharos & 
Siloam
With a total project value of $32M and $27M 
respectively, MONA Pharos and Siloam saw JMG 
utilising its biggest assets of local knowledge, 
relationships and multi-disciplinary service. Our 
team of engineers and technical officers were 
involved in design, tendering & construction phase 
administration across Mechanical, Electrical, Fire 
and Hydraulics on both of these landmark 
projects. 

Check out our posts on LinkedIn for more info

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6577781159776911360

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6577783478220390400

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6577781159776911360
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6577783478220390400


2017 Launceston Airport
JMG has been the preferred engineering consulting firm for the Launceston Airport 
for a number of years – completing several key projects during this time. These 
include a security screening upgrade, the airside / landside flip and a major retail 
extension projects. 

Projects at the airport can pose significant challenges to design teams, in particular 
working within the constraints of an operating airport and the associated security 
and access restrictions. 

The works require a high level of strategic planning in the concept stage and close 
working relationships with the client in both the design and construction phases. 

Launceston Airport was recently awarded the 2018 “Innovation & Excellence” award, 
which was attributed to the terminal redevelopment projects. 



60 Years – The Future is 
Now

By 2020 JMG is on track to have completed 
over 31,000 jobs with a full-time staff of over 
65.

Our future lies in continuing to provide 
customer focussed planning and engineering 
services, in being agile enough to respond to 
the ever-changing landscape in which we 
work, and in recognising that our talented 
and valued staff are the vehicle to take us 
there. 


